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CLAIM ALL FOR GOD 


GOD gave us imagination that we might use it; that we might 
thereby put ourselves in other’s places. The fault of Dives was 
that he never put himself imaginatively in the place of Lazarus. 
We need further to think seriously and throw all our powers, in 
fellowship with God, against the things that divide man, isolat- 
ing languages, policies of separation and the like. God can heal 
and unite, and only he. {| Why are the good so often stupid, in- 
sipid, unattractive? Because they are timid, afraid of life, play- 
ing for safety by avoiding the new, and by shutting their eyes to 
the challenging; afraid to keep the doors open to life. So they 
become stunted, thwarted and bitter—you know the angular, 
acid Christians whom nobody likes! So keep the doors open to 
music, sport, exercise, drama, poetry, films, fiction, biography, 
philosophy, amusements, hobbies, pets—all can have for us an 
intelligent place, meaning and value; and through any one of 
them we may come into a new and real fellowship with other men 
and women. And if these things are not, in your opinion, clean, 
then clean them by Christian demand and use. Don’t leave the 
best tunes, the best stories, to the devil, the best gifts and dis- 
coveries—claim all for God. The church is learning this, but the 
pace is slow; and there is much unintelligent conflict still among 
us because we fear or do not understand.—Principal J. E. DAVEY, 
in the sermon of the retiring Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church of Ireland. 











Letters to the Editors 





Belief Pointed to as Basic to Action 





Dabbs Article Discussed 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Why should the advocate of a good 
cause weaken his plea, and antagonize 
readers who might otherwise agree with 
him, by seeking to discredit other truths 
no less important than those he cham- 
pions? This “fallacy of abstractions” 
—separating things that belong together 
—and this attempt to establish one truth 
by tearing down another were exempli- 
fied in an article entitled, “Should the 
Layman Lead?—and Where?’—in a re- 
cent issue of THE OuTLooK (Nov. 8). 

The author worthily advocates the ap- 
plication of Christian principles to the 
personal and social relations of every- 
day life, and challenges the laymen of 
the church to devote themselves to this 
noble endeavor. But unfortunately and 
illogically he argues that in order to 
advance Christian ethics the layman 
must forget theology. He deplores the 
fact that many of the cries of Chris- 
tian laymen which ring across the 
South today echo “theological tags.” 
Theology, he thinks, “ill-becomes the 
modern layman.” He concedes that “St. 
Paul did say that a man should be able 
to give a reason for the faith that was 
in him’—probably referring to the words 
of I Peter 3:15, “and be ready to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you.” But 
still he insists that the layman forget 
theology, which he defines as an ex- 
planation of religious experiences. 

No intelligent Christian will deny the 
supreme importance of a good life, but 
what this writer seems to overlook is 
what the “Liberalism” of a generation 
ago seemed to overlook—the fact that 
what a man believes, profoundly affects 
the way he lives. “It is assumed,” says 
the author under discussion, “that as 
Christian laymen, we bring to the prob- 
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These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying... 
Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 
(Continued from last issue) 
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lem the compassionate spirit of Jesus.’ 
That is a wonderful assumption, and a 
very extravagant assumption, if we have 
in mind only laymen who are indifferent 
to the great truths of redeeming grace 
and Christ’s atoning work. 

The “Social Gospel” has had its day, 
and for its challenge to the church to 
apply Christ’s teaching in all the rela- 
tions of life, all praise; but the idea 
that Christian morality is to be best 
achieved by those who ignore Christian 
doctrine is an error that happily has 
been abandoned by some of its former 
advocates, and an error which can never 
be accepted by evangelical Christians, 
whose theology is not just an explanation 
of experience but an earnest attempt to 
systematize revealed truth. 

HENRY WADE DUBOsE. 
Wilmington, N. C. 


Report from Brazil 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


I have just returned from Brazil where 
I had the chance to live through real 
historical moments. I cannot forget that 
day when I saw together Dr. C. Darby 
Fulton, Dr. Hugh S. Bradley, Dr. Stanley 
Rycroft and the leaders of the Brazilian 
Church come out with a brand new plan 
for the mechanical workings of the re- 
lationship between the native church 
and the missionaries. 

Another exciting occasion was the 
inauguration of the new seminary of the 
North, to which the two missionary 
boards (U.S. and USA) and the Brazilian 
Church contributed equal amounts. That 
was another first. Then we heard the 
Moderator of the General Assembly urge 
the whole church to concentrate all its 


energies on blazing new trails, together 
with the impressive missionary corps 
now operating in Brazil. 

We felt that the saints who planted 
the seed, Kaley, Simonton, Blackford, 
Morton, Lane, Bixler, Maxwell, Porter 
Smith, Henderlite, Reese, Waddell and 
countless others were seeing their work 
coming into maturity. The new genera- 
tion—Raynard Arehart, Bill Moseley, 
Ellis Graves, Roger Perkins, John Crow, 
Hoge Smith, Gertrude Mason, Charlotte 
Taylor, Ann Pipkins—to mention only 
very few, can count on a group of Bra- 
zilian ministers, teachers, and evange- 
lists that will help them unreservedly. 

It may be away from the point, but 
the first thing I read as soon as I got 
back from my country, beside the pros 
and cons of union, was a poem by John 
Masefield, entitled The Everlasting 
Mercy, from which I took these lines: 


The five and forty human faces 
Inflamed by drink and going to races, 
Faces of men who’d never been 
Merry or true or live or clean 


While we whom Jesus died to teach 
Fought round on round, three minutes 
each. ... 

May it all come to an end that will Le 
a blessing for the Church at home and 
abroad. 

ISMAEL ANDRADE. 

Recife, Brazil, now in Louisville, Ky. 


The President and Faith 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


In your issue of November 22 you 
quote Dr. G. Elson Ruff criticizing Presi- 
dent Eisenhower's theology. The Presi- 
dent is taken to task for saying that 
“Faith is the mightiest force that man 
has at his command.” Dr. Ruff feels that 
this is getting things “terribly upside 
down.” 

Permit me as a Presbyterian layman 
to say that President Eisenhower has 





@ Elders and Deacons Are Unanimous 


THEY HAVE TRIED UNION 


NOTE—The officers of the Bowling 
Green, Ky., church, where Presbyterian 
union is already a fact have joined in a 
unanimous statement, signed by 26 elders 
and 33 deacons as follows: 

Our church having had five years of 
experience as a united congregation, Pres- 
byterian, U. S., and USA, we, the officers, 
desire to state our convictions on the ques- 
tion of organic union of the three Presby- 
terian branches now considering union. 

We believe that the union of our two 
local congregations has resulted in a deep- 
er and finer Christian fellowship among 
our members, better spiritual care for our 
members and constituents, more econom- 
ical operation of an expanded church pro- 
gram, a more powerful witness for the 
cause of Christ, and, therefore, a greater 
contribution to the glory of God, than 
would have been possible had we remain- 
ed separately organized. 

We believe that organic union of the 
three Presbyterian bodies concerned can 


and will result in similar valuable bene- 
fits to the entire constituency of these 
bodies. 

We do not believe that the contem- 
plated union will result in the sacrifice 
of sound doctrinal standards on the part 
of any persons or groups concerned. 

We do not believe that the government 
of the united church will interfere with 
the local autonomy which is characteris- 
tic of Presbyterianism. 

We believe that in view of the magni- 
tude of the opposition to Christianity 
apparent in the world at large today we 
may rightly ask God to bless the proposed 
union so that it will be for the best in- 
terests of his Kingdom and redound to 
his glory. 

We therefore urge our two presbyteries 
to vote favorably on the question of union, 
and we favor similar action in the part 
of all other presbyteries concerned. 
SIGNED: By Every Elder and Deacon. 
Bowling Green, Ky. 


second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 


of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except 
first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 15¢a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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proved himself to be a better theologian 
than Dr. Ruff. It is our faith, and not 
our works, that is supremely important. 
We are to believe in Jesus Christ and 
have faith that he can save us and save 
our world. I believe in the good old 
hymn which says that “Faith is the 
victory that overcomes the world.” 

Dr. Ruff should take lessons in theology 
from Dwight David Eisenhower. 

WILBuR LA Rog, JR. 

Washington, D. C. 


e NOTE—In fairness to Dr. Ruff, it 
should be pointed out that his criticism 
was not in regard to the faith-works 
balance but rather as to the nature of 
faith itself.—Eds. 


The Early Votes and 
Statistical Tables 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


The statement of principles adopted 
by the Weaverville group indicates that 
those opposed to union of the Presby- 
terian churches are the true Evangeli- 
cals in our Southern Church. 

. eleven presbyteries were so eager 
to register their opposition to union they 
were not willing to defer action until 
January as requested by General Assem- 
bly. In view of the above, it would seem 
that these presbyteries would be the 
most evangelical of all. An examination 
of the minutes of General Assembly for 
the year 1953 shows the average spiritual 
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birth-rate of these eleven presbyteries 
to be one in forty-six while that for the 
Assembly at large is one in thirty-nine 
and one-half. Could it be that statistics 
do not always give a true picture? ... 

R. S. REYNOLDs. 
Nashville, Tenn. 


New Orleans Evaluation 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


P . I thought your Nov. 1 editorial 
evaluating the New Orleans Convention 
was exactly to the point. . . . How truly 
the talks by the good Governors were 
described as giving a “deist’” emphasis 
rather than one that was emphatically 
Christian, something that irked me all 
the way through. 

However, we “got our money’s worth” 
anyway, I am happy to say. 

FLORIDA. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


I agree with your editorial on “New 
Orleans—1954” but would like to add one 
word. 

I was personally tremendously disap- 
pointed that not a single word was said 
from the platform throughout the several 
days of the convention concerning the 
two significant questions now before 
the church. It is unforgiveable that the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., has lost the 
opportunity to present fairly and square- 
ly before our people the issues involved. 
I am sure that there were hundreds who 
attended the convention who, because of 
timidity, ignorance and/or prejudice have 
not thought through these questions. 

We have extraordinarily able people in 
our church, and I shall never understand 
how we failed to use some of these 
people in the way indicated above. ... 

W. C. ARCHIE. 
Durham, N. C. 
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THIS GIFT BIBLE MAY HELP 


CHANGE SOMEONE’S LIFE 


Chances are most people on your Christ- 
mas list own a Bible written 343 years 
ago, and filled with old-fashioned expres- 
sions that are hard to understand today. 
Too often, therefore, it lies in their homes 
respected, but neglected. 

Now you can give those you love a 
Bible written in the living language of to- 
day—the great Revised Standard Version. 
Here is a Bible so clear and powerful, so 
easy to read, that it encourages people to 
turn to it far more often. And religious 
leaders praise the RSVB as a more accu- 


rate Bible, too. . . because it is based on 
the earliest known manuscripts. 

This Christmas, bring new spiritual 
riches to those you love—give the Re- 
vised Standard Version. As this great 
Bible strengthens their understanding of 
God’s Word, it can bring them—perhaps 
for the very first time—all the help and 
stimulation the Scriptures offer in these 
troubled days. 
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Now: an illustrated RSVB 
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people: the illustrated RSVB, with 
12 full-page, full-color paintings # 


of beloved Biblical incidents, 2 
+ 


showing Christianity’s birthplace. 
The illustrated RSVB has a hand- 
some black limp binding stamped 
with genuine gold; pages have 
red edges. And every copy comes 
in a handsome maroon-and-gold 


PLUS 12 full-page 6-color maps 
gift box. # 
















































s Men’s Convention in New Orleans. As_ ceived from all the Union Seminary 
From Spain yet no report has reached us. However, graduates (1947-1954) who were attend- v 
To THE OUTIOOK: at least for us, the New Orleans Con- ing the convention greatly strengthened 
I don’t know if any attempt has been vention proved to be a most wonderful us. For a group of men to take time at 
made to evaluate the success of the experience. The cablegram that we re- a busy gathering to express their con- 
cern for a brother far away proves once r 
again that our fellowship is not a child 
of time or geography or circumstances, 
but that we are truly one in him. I want OL 
? 0 9 0 O O to take this opportunity to express our — 
/ bd gratitude to those who undergirded this Vol 
phase of our lives with their concern. eee 
be E F U G E E S HERBERT AND DALIA MEZA. 
Madrid, Spain. Gi 
Te 
Corpuscle Jones ) 
To Tue OUTLOOK: gell 
Three cheers for “The Story of Cor- ing 
puscle Jones”! By all means send us dis 
a color postor of same. (OUTLOOK, Nov. 22) I 
Yours, in the interest of a more sound ; 
basal metabolism for the church. vite 
Davip W. A. TAYLor. For 
Elkton, Va. Zea 
fee] 
We enjoyed the story of “Corpuscle ne 
Jones” and would like two colored copies on 
for our bulletin board. I 
WILMINGTON, N. C. ual 
hel 
Please send me two copies. ... I think fee 
it is extremely good and I hope it will to { 
encourage our members to become better 1 
informed about the Presbyterian Church 
through reading our church papers. wo 
Raerorp, N. C. of 
S cir 
Send two copies. Thanks a million. ‘ 
This is very good. 5 
Vicroria, VA. Gr 
ee Mi 
BR : Please send me a copy.... j 
rae — SE Do you have any maps showing cur in 
: 16 synods and the presbyteries within ; 
LIKE THESE MEN LIVING CROWDED TOGETHER ak meauit an 
PETERSBURG, VA. to 
—ESCAPEES FROM BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN cal 
NOTE—Such a map may be secured ‘ 
—REFUGEES DISLOCATED BY WAR for 25 cents from the Board of Church 
Extension, 341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., azi 
NE, Atlanta 5, Ga. rec 
ope i 
Waiting tor THE SPARK OF HOPE hit 
‘a ity 
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copies of gle 
TO BECOME A BRIGHT FLAME IN AMERICA - * 
tak 
All that is needed to start the machinery is your invitation THE STORY OF 
to a refugee to share the American way through an “assurance” lea 
of housing and employment and a moral commitment that he CORPUSCLE JONES pe! 
will not become a public charge. ed 
. ’ For... every elder and dea- E 
For full information see or write con in your church . . 
: . . . ( 
PAUL B. FREELAND with no insinuations, to be 
OVERSEAS RELIEF AND INTERCHURCH AID DEPT. sure. 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS THE OUTLOOK 
BOX 330, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE , : 
1 N. 6th St., Richmond 19, Va. ha 
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For a list of OUTSTANDING churches in the past church paper campaign— ol] 
See page 15 in this week’s OUTLOOK and in the December SURVEY. 
ci 
4 THB PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK be 








ary 
ond- 
ned 
> at 
on- 
nce 
hild 
ces, 
rant 
our 
this 


Cor- 
us 
22) 
und 


scle 
pies 


link 
will 
‘tter 
irch 


lion. 


cur 
thin 


ured 
urch 
Ave., 


or 








Lhe JOresbuterian Outlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


ESTABLISHED 1819 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol. 136. No. 47. December 6, 1954. 


— 


North Sixth St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





Graham Plans World 
Tour in 1956 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS)—Evan- 
gelist Billy Graham is planning a preach- 
ing trip around the world in 1956, he 
disclosed here. 

Dr. Graham said he is considering in- 
vitations from Singapore, Hong Kong, 
Formosa, the Philippines, Australia, New 
Zealand and South Africa and added he 
feels the foreign field “‘may be the direc- 
tion the Lord is taking us.” 

He declared that he believes the spirit- 
ual resurgence in the world today has 
helped ease international tensions and 
feels he may make a further contribution 
to this cause by campaigns abroad. 

Under present plans, Dr. Graham 
would conduct a week of meetings in each 
of the cities he would visit on his globe- 
circling tour. 

Next March, the evangelist returns to 
Great Britain for a campaign beginning 
March 21 in Glasgow, Scotland. 

He plans to record enough broadcasts 
in advance so he can take off January 
and February for a rest, probably going 
to an island in the Caribbean “where I 
can get away from mail and telephones.” 

Referring to the large number of mazg- 
azine articles which have featured him 
recently, Dr. Graham said they have given 
him an increased feeling of responsibil- 
ity. 

“Tam very humbly aware that all the 
glory must go to God,” he said. “If I 
start to take any of the credit, he will 
take his hand of blessing away from us. 

‘I hope through all this that I am 
learning and growing and that every ex- 
perience will knock off another rough 
edge.” 


Spanish Evangelical Church 
Reports in 40th Assembly 

SPAIN (EPS)—The Evangelical Church 
in Spain recently held its 40th assembly 
in Madrid. The report of these meetings 
includes the following items: 

(a) The Evangelical Church of Spain 
and the Roman Catholic Church. 

In face of the contempt and oppression 
which we suffer at the hands of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, we affirm our feel- 
ing of liberty, created in us by the power 
of God, by which he calls us to be wit- 
nesses of his Kingdom. 

The Evangelical Church does not try, 
and will not try, to take advantage of the 
hostile feelings naturally produced among 
a large section of the population by the 
conduct of the Roman Catholic Church in 
our country; this conduct fills us rather 
with regret. 

The Evangelical Church feels called to 
carry out its mission of evangelism, and 
to defend the value of the personality of 
the individual as revealed in Jesus Christ, 
thus fulfilling Christ’s commandment to 
his apostles to pursue truth in love. 

(b) The Ecumenical Aspect of the 
Evangelical Church in Spain. 

The Evangelical Church realizes its 
own specially ecumenical character, since 
its own birth is due to the meeting between 
different evangelical traditions, giving 
rise to a new national community. 

The Evangelical Church, loyal to its 
origin, affirms that it has a task to ac- 
complish together with the other Evan- 
gelical churches of Spain; it will try to 
cooperate with them as much as possible. 

The Evangelical Church believes that 
it has its own contribution to make to the 
ecumenical movement, both within Spain 
and beyond its frontiers. 





How to Keep a Small Boy Quiet in Church 


If You Don’t Mind the Method 


Ouivet, Micu. (RNS)—At last a way 
has been found to keep small boys quiet 
in church! But Prof. Edward Speare, 
who sings in the Congregational church 
choir, is not so sure it will work with 
small girls. 

Prof. Speare is head of the biology 
department at Olivet College. His par- 
ticular problem on Sunday was the 
squirming restlessness of son Kim, 4 years 
old. 

The father knew that his son was fas- 
cinated by bugs and worms—as might 
be expected of the son of a biologist. So 


the professor got a tomato worm from his 
garden and put it in Kim’s pocket before 
going to church. 

He placed Kim near him in the choir 
and when the church services began, got 
out the worm and placed it on the bottom 
of Kim’s jacket. The worm crawled up- 
ward. When it got to Kim’s shoulder, 
Prof. Speare picked it off and placed it 
at the bottom of the jacket again. 

Fourteen trips later—as the worm 
crawls—the service was over. Through 
it all young Kim had sat silent and fas- 
cinated. 


USA Heresy Charges 
Are Upheld by Synod 


FLINT, Micu. (RNs)—Conviction of 
Claude Williams of Helena, Ala., on 
charges of heresy last March by the De- 
troit Presbytery was unanimously upheld 
by a special judicial commission of the 
Presbyterian Synod of Michigan here. 

The decision was announced by David 
E. Molyneaux at the conclusion of a 
two-day session during which the com- 
mission considered Mr. Williams’ appeal 
from the Detroit Presbytery’s action. 

Mr. Williams, former industrial chap- 
lain in the presbytery, said he will carry 
his appeal to the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, highest 
judicial body of the denomination, which 
next meets at Los Angeles in May. 

“T’ve lost everything but my soul,” he 
said, and I’ll be damned if I lose that 
at this stage of my life.” 

The 60-year-old clergyman said that in 
his appeal to the General Assembly he 
will renew his demand for a ruling on 
charges that he is a Communist and fol- 
lower of the Communist Party line. 

The latter charges had been dismissed 
by the Detroit Presbytery as improperly 
drawn and based on statements of Con- 
gressional committees and the public press 
rather than on Presbyterian law or the- 
ology. 

Although also upholding the presby- 
tery’s action in dismissing these charges, 
the commission said in a separate resolu- 
tion that the decision, “does not prejudice 
any further hearings” on them and sug- 
gested they “may have been well found- 
ed.” 

Detroit Presbytery had found the cler- 
gyman guilty of “subversion of the faith,” 
preaching “false doctrines” and violating 
rules of the presbytery and the national 
church. 


USA Board Adopts Budget 
Of $6,362,468 for Missions 


New York (rNsS)—A budget of $6,- 
362,468 was adopted for 1955 by the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, at a meeting here. 
It covers work in 34 countries of Asia, 
Africa, Europe and Latin America, as 
well as a growing number of projects in 
inter-church service. 

“Evangelism, Christian education, med- 
ical work, stewardship, broadcasting and 
films, literacy and literature, youth and 
student work, and Christian social educa- 
tion and action are all included in the 








areas of Presbyterian overseas obliga- 
tion,” said Charles T. Leber, general 
secretary. 

Priority is given to work in India and 
Pakistan in the 1955 budget. 


Bishop Berggrav Praises 
American Church Activity 


Osto (RNS)—Being active in church 
life “seems to be bred in the bones of 
present day Americans,” Bishop Eivind 
Berggrav, former Primate of the (State 
Lutheran) Church of Norway, said here 
on his return from a six-months tour of 
the United States. 

The bishop said he was “most im- 
pressed” by the fact that some American 
churches hold “‘as many as three services 
every Sunday.” 

Bishop Berggrav said he had gained 
the impressions that while U. S. churches 
do not permit themselves to become in- 
volved in politics they do try to make 


themselves felt on “matters of principle.” 
He expressed the opinion that the 
churches should be given credit for 
“breaking the power of (Sen. Joseph R.) 
McCarthy.” 
The clergyman said he also was deeply 


impressed by the kitchens of American 
homes and hoped the “wonderful tech- 
nical improvements” that seem to be 
standard equipment in them soon would 
be made available to Norwegian house- 
wives. 


LEADING SOUTH CAROLINA LAYMEN FOR UNION 


Why Shouldn't We Share? 


By JOHN M. PRESTON 


First, I favor union because I feel that 
all Presbyterians working together with 
a united front will have a greater witness 
in the world. I cannot justify the feeling 
that we are so much holier (some call it 
“orthodox,” some ‘‘conservative” and 
some ‘‘fundamental’’) than our Northern 
brethren that we cannot afford to asso- 
ciate with them. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


As last week, Henry R. Mahler has been asked to comment on this 
question because of special studies he has made in this field. Dr. 
Mahler is pastor of the Woodland church, Nashville, Tenn. 


PROTESTANT PASTORS CAN DO 


What do you think Protestant pas- 
tors should do to counteract Roman 
Catholic strategy in a locality? 


The first thing that Protestant pastors 
should do is to realize that they and their 
people must outpray, outwork, and out- 
live the Catholics. In the last analysis, 
the neutral public will judge each church 
by its fruits and not by what they say 
about each other. 

Protestant pastors must learn to co- 
operate in local councils of churches or 
ministerial associations. ‘The writer’s ob- 
servation has been that one of the chief 
disadvantages under which the priests 
labor in a small town is their refusal to 
cooperate in a ministeria] association. 
When a town sees all of it: ministers 
working together in a brotherly way ex- 
cept the priest it begins to draw some con- 
clusions unfavorable to the latter. The 
local press, radio and other public agen- 
cies usually look to the minsterial asso- 
ciation in their dealings with churches, 
and the priest is often left out in impor- 
tant discussions and actions. But the 
local council should leave the door open 
for the priest if and when he wants to 
come in. 

Protestant pastors should renew their 
people’s interest in Bible study. To in- 
spire a fervent desire to seek the Bible’s 
real meaning for each heart and life is 
more important than rivaling the Catho- 
lics in teaching dogma. Our churches 
have always been churches of a Book. 
We must emphasize this in order to give 
our people something to place over against 
the Catholic emphasis on the one ex- 
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clusive church, and enable them to be 
articulate about what they believe. Cath- 
olics are at a disadvantage on the subject 
of the Bible and Protestants should not 
throw away this advantage. The publi- 
cation of the Revised Standard Version 
has been a great help in awakening new 
interest in the Bible, and people are en- 
couraged to buy and read it. 

Churches must make greater effort: to 
minister to the underprivileged and those 
on the fringe of religious life or the 
Catholics will cultivate and win many of 
these people of faint loyalties. 

Pastors and informed laymen should 
cultivate Catholic laymen, not simply for 
proselyting purposes, but for a genuine 
exchange of views. Not all Catholic lay- 
men are in accord with all that their 
church says and does. The pressure of 
freedom-loving, tolerant, democratic Cath- 
olics who are more American than Roman 
can give pause even to the hierarchy on 
certain matters. Frank and even-temper- 
ed discussion with Catholics on a plane 
above the emotional can help better re- 
lations between the two groups. 

Protestant churches need to find some 
way of doing charitable work comparable 
to Catholic hospitals and the work that 
Sisters do in many places. The great 
obstacle to this is the difficulty of getting 
Protestant churches to cooperate in mat- 
ters of this sort. Each church wants to get 
private credit—not share it with others. 
Protestant cooperation in charitable and 
social work (and possibly educational 
later) could do much to counteract its 
present sectarian weaknesses in these 


fields. 


Their ministers and officers subscribe 
to the same Presbyterian standards that 
ours do, and those of us who say, ‘‘Yes, 
but they don’t mean it,” are treading on 
the dangerous ground of judging other 
people’s sincerity when that should be left 
to a Higher Power. Of course there have 
been ministers in the other churches that 
have not been completely orthodox, but 
we have to admit, with shame, that we 
have had a few too. 


Second, I favor union because I feel 
that all the objections I have heard to 
it are based on selfishness, pride, or 
prejudice. I do not feel that I can jus- 
tify the attitude that we are so proud 
of our own little limited area that we 
wish to remain aloof from other Chris- 
tians. We certainly should be willing 
and anxious to expand beyond the borders 
of just seventeen states. I wonder just 
how much of heaven is going to be set 
aside for the exclusive use of Dixie. 


Third, I favor union because we have 
much to offer the greater church which 
could be of more value in the Kingdom 
than if we kept it wholly to ourselves. I 
speak particularly of the per capita giving 
and the evangelism records we have set. 
Why shouldn’t we share such traits and 
training with thousands of other Chris- 
tians instead of hoarding them in a very 
small area for the sake of making a rec- 
ord. It seems to me I recall something 
about not sounding a trumpet before thee 
when thou doest thine alms. 


Fourth, I favor union because I am 
not afraid of being ‘‘swallowed up” in a 
larger church. ‘Except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die it cannot 
bring forth much fruit.” If it were a 
political organization we were entering, 
where every person and every section is 
trying to get the better of every person 
and every other section, then I would be 
very wary, but this is a church—the Body 
of Christ—where brethren are working 
together for a common, unselfish cause. 
What man or woman entering marriage 
has not been “swallowed up individually, 
but has gained immeasurably in the larger 
sense of love, service and responsibility 
of the family life? 





DR. PRESTON is an elder in the Shandon 
church, Columbia, S$. C. He is director of 
the Richland County Health Unit. 
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@ A well informed leader looks at. 


Three Sacred Cows 


P AND down the streets and roads 
U of India, and across the fields, go the 
sacred cows. No one must molest them. 
They are supposed to have a special kind 
of validity. But it is essential that their 
true nature should be realized. India 
will never be the nation she could be until 
this unreality is discerned. 

There are several ideas today being 
disseminated over our church which do 
not have essential reality. At least three 
of them are reiterated again and again in 
the interest of maintaining the status quo. 
They are even represented sometimes as 
having quasi-official sanction. But each 
one of them lacks essential validity. They 
are like those sacred objects in India that 
no one ventures to gainsay. 


Missionaries and Union 


One of these ideas is this: Our mis- 
sionaries do not want union, therefore 
we should not have union. 

Now, I love missionaries. Thirty years 
of my life were spent with them. They 
are a chosen lot, a privileged class. They 
have gone on a glorious mission. We 
honor them for their sacrificial lives and 
service. Never pity them, envy them! 
But this should be said very frankly and 
respectfully: they are in the poorest posi- 
tion imaginable to advise us here at home 
as to whether our churches should unite. 
Of course, some missionaries want union 
very much; some don’t. 

They are, after all, isolated out on a 
firing line. Matters of home administra- 
tion are not greatly their concern. This 
is our problem more than theirs. The 
missionary lives in a station scores or 
hundreds of miles from another such sta- 
tion; great spaces lie between. And the 
missions and missionaries of other 
churches are far away. They are con- 
cerned with his local, isolated problem. 
Matters of comity between denomina- 
tions and missions are fairly well deter- 
mined in advance and by the mission 
board. In the larger cities, to be sure, he 
meets representatives of other boards, 
numbering some of them as his friends; 
but even here the field is large, and of 
competition there is the minimum. 

He likes his own home board, natural- 
ly. His roots are here, and his close 
friends. In a small project such as ours 
he feels he has a personal touch with his 
board. But in our present-day world, in 
a far-flung enterprise, this is scarcely 





DR. TAYLOR is widely known and honored 
throughout the church. He was a missionary 
to China, for many years on the executive 
staff of our World Missions committee and 
Board, and now is associate pastor of the First 
church, Dallas, Texas. 
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By H. KERR TAYLOR 


a matter of major moment, if one is dis- 
posed to argue it. 

With more point an Associate Reform- 
ed Presbyterian might argue for his much 
smaller board. It should be clearly said 
here that small boards and missionary 
projects today suffer too many disabilities 
in administration for this to be urged as 
an argument, or such a questionable fea- 
ture exalted into an excellence. 

But here is a striking factor in the 
situation: On all our mission fields we 
have been building with our sister-Pres- 
byterians a common enterprise and a 
united church. On these fields where 
both of our groups labor in a district 
or province there is no Presbyterian 
Church, “U.S.,” or Presbyterian Church 
“USA.” Rather, there is one united 
Presbyterian Church composed of the 


fruition of the labors of the missions and 
missionaries from both our churches, U.S. 
and USA. This is so in Mexico, Brazil, 
Portugal, China, Japan, and Korea. In 
Ecuador, the Congo, and parts of China, 
there are still larger unions. Indeed here 
is one of the oft-referred-to glories of our 
mission work. For it, we are grateful and 
proud. 

Now, very frankly, if some of the 
amazing statements against the union of 
our home churches here are true and valid 
—alleging such undesirable features in 
our USA brethren, it does seem strange 
and illogical that the service and admin- 
istration of our two bodies in foreign 
fields has been so congenial. And all of 
it has such thorough official approval. 

One wonders why these unions abroad 
are not as vigorously opposed by partisans 
here at home. 

I do not believe that the argument 
against union from the point of view 


Albert Schweitzer Captures Norway 
By OLE F. OLDEN 


Osto (wrp)—Albert Schweitzer’s re- 
cent visit to Norway to receive the Nobel 
Peace Prize awarded him last year was 
an event unsurpassed by anything except 
the reception to the King after the 1945 
liberation. 

On the day of his arrival he said, 
among other things, that “every man has 
his fate.” Asked what he meant, he 
continued, “and every man has to find 
his place in that fate.” 

He himself had had to change several 
times—from mucic to theology, to philoso- 
phy, to medicine—in order to fufill the 
plan he had set himself on his 30th birth- 
day, of doing something to relieve suffer- 
ing. It had not always been easy, but 
he had no regrets. “Fate,” by his defini- 
tion, is not the unavoidable, but a “‘pat- 
tern,” a “calling,” much the same as Jesus 
put it: the “good works laid before us 
to step into.” 


“‘Reverence for Life’ 


In his Nobel lecture he gave a compre- 
hensive picture of work for peace through 
the ages. He declared that what he had 
said was not particularly new, although 
he thought he had made a small contribu- 
tion by introducing the idea of “reverence 
for life.” Man has become a super- 
human being in the field of science and 
technique, but he was convinced “the 
spirit will be able to lift us to a higher 
level of understanding and to create a 
new mentality that could help us master 
our technical achievements so they are 


used for the good of mankind and not for 
destruction.” 

The enormous interest in “the man 
Schweitzer” was revealed in three ways: 
(1) As early as 3:30 in the morning, 
people (most of them young) began to 
line up for tickets to his Nobel lecture. 

(2) The students of Oslo University 
arranged a torchlight procession in his 
honor to the Town Hall, where he was 
received by the chairman of the student 
union, the lord mayor of Oslo, and the 
chairman of the Storting’s (Parliament) 
Nobel Committee. It was a moving mo- 
ment when upwards of 20,000 people 
sang: ‘Fight for all that you hold dear, 
die if it must be so, then is life no longer 
hard, no longer even death.” 

(3) Oslo newspapers started a “blitz’’ 
collection of money for Schweitzer’s new 
hospital at Lambaréné and in three days 
raised more than $43,000. 


They Sang 


When he left, the station platform 
was packed with people, who sang the 
Danish poet Ingaman’s hymn: 

“Fine is the Earth, 

Marvelous God’s Heaven, 

Beautiful the pilgrimage of souls.” 

Schweitzer, deeply stirred, asked them 
to sing it once more, and so, when the 
train slowly moved out, the old “pil- 
grims’ song” sounded out into the still 
November night. Schweitzer’s visit to 
Oslo became a manifestation of the deep 
spiritual longing in the people of our 
time. 








of expressions secured from our mission- 
aries should give us concern. 


Quality of Administrators 

Another sacred cow is loose and should 
be recognized for what it is. It is said 
that our church has a superior class of 
administrators of our several boards, and 
that therefore we should not unite. 

Well, time is passing, leadership is 
changing, and it does seem, if we do have 
worthy servants of the church, that their 
service and responsibility might even be 
broadened. I number most of these ser- 
vants of the church as my personal 
friends. I have worked closely with all 
of them. I know their worth and ability. 

But none of them would wish to under- 
line this second argument. They know 
full well the limitations of the restricted 
area in which they serve. Cities such as 
Richmond, Nashville, Atlanta, or even 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, New York, 
Chicago and San Francisco, do not of 
themselves comprehend or solve church 
responsibilities and problems. The prob- 
lems are there, nationwide and world- 
wide, and all our acumen, experience and 
wisdom are needed for their solution. 

There are worthy men in the leadership 
of these our sister-churches. They are 
men of courage, vision and consecrated 
imagination. Dr. Charles T. Leber and 
Dr. John Coventry Smith (a former 
United Presbyterian) are honored names 
in the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, as well as 
the Division of Foreign Missions of the 
National Council of Churches. They 
are most excellent collaborators, as our 
present united policies prove. Dr. Paul 
Calvin Payne, Executive Secretary of 
their Board of Education in Philadel- 
phia, is without a peer in devoted, scrip- 
tural leadership in the forces of educa- 
tion in our land, as is Dr. Hermann N. 
Morse of their Board of National Mis- 
sions, an honored former Moderator of 
their Church. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
their Stated Clerk, is a forceful leader not 
only in his own church, but of recognized 
stature in the National and World Coun- 
cils. In the United Presbyterian Church, 
their former Secretary of Foreign Mis- 
sions, Dr. Glenn Reid, now by choice 
residing on the field in Ethiopia, enjoys 
a position of respect and esteem within 
the interdenominational fellowship that 
is without a superior. 

Let us not seek merely in isolation to 
conserve a leadership. In union we would 
give and greatly receive. 

“Smaller Church, Greater Influence” 

One other sacred cow abroad in our 
church is this: it is said that by preserving 
our autonomous entity, we increase our 
influence. In time past that may have 
been true; indeed there have been situa- 
tions in the past where in a more forma- 
tive stage of cooperation, our unit-voice 
has been heard. But not now. Church 
cooperation today in the church involves 


on to a new stage. National and world 
cooperation today in the church involves 
the several contributions that the great 
confessional groups are making. 

Smaller voices are not easily heard. 
The radio, the press, television, and the 
screen, as well as the great conferences 
and councils, listen to and become the 
mouthpieces of the larger fellowships that 
have considered and adjudged what their 
central emphases are, and who have dis- 
carded their minor differences, to combine 
their vital strengths and influence. Only 
such larger groupings are heard today. 
Time and time again this is proven true. 

We shall not greatly influence our na- 
tion and world if as a church we are 
content to remain an isolated, merely 
sectional entity. 


Reformed Forces 

It is my firm conviction that the pooled 
and closely-knit strength of the Reformed 
forces in this land, if they would close 
their ranks, could exert an influence in 
the ecumenical fellowship that would be 
decisive, and—in combination with sim- 
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ilar groups abroad—might stay if not 
turn the tides of liberalism, humanism, 
secularism and dialetical communism, 
that threaten our peace and security. For 
a united Reformed influence in our nation 
and world would give a scriptural, repre- 
sentative, committed and dynamic testi- 
mony that our sorely badgered age re- 
quires. In agreeing to such a union of 
our forces we should remember that after 
all the church is Christ’s, not ours. 

After ninety-three years in our church 
of mere sectional existence, a sure judg- 
ment is forming that we should now throw 
in our strength with these other Reform- 
ed bodies in our land. We can serve our 
own land with more influence as a force- 
ful and active part of such a representa- 
tively organized and nationwide fellow- 
ship of our brethren in Christ than we can 
by continuing unheeded our separate sec- 
tional existence. 

And for the strengthening of our united 
impact abroad in a dangerous and needy 
world, this enlarging of our Reformed 
forces should and—I verily believe— 
must soon come to pass. 


INTERGROUP RELATIONS 


Earlier reports from the Evanston meeting of the World Council of 
Churches appeared here, dealing with the ‘‘sub-sections,’’ as follows: 
The Laity, Sept. 20, 27; Evangelism, Oct. 11, 18; Faith and Order, Nov. 


22. Others will follow. 


VERYWHERE there is restlessness 
in the world. This is due in great 
part to the hunger of millions of people 
for status and recognition, for a mean- 
ing for both life and works, and for a 
fuller share of the fruits of the earth. ... 
The hatreds, jealousies and suspicions 
with which the world has always been 
afflicted are deepened by racial prejudices 
and fears, rooted in the sinful human 
heart and entrenched in law and custom. 
Yet it is the nature of men to seek 
always for some new ground of hope... . 
It is our Christian belief that our Lord 
is concerned for all just hopes of men but 
in himself he offers the hope that trans- 
cends them all. . . . From every race and 
nation a new people of God is created, in 
which the power of the Spirit overcomes 
racial pride and fear... . 


The Calling of the Church 

The calling of the church (is) to wit- 
ness within itself to the Kingship of 
Christ and the unity of his people, in 
him transcending all diversity. . . . Their 
calling requires Christians to witness to 
the Kingship of Christ and the unity of 
all mankind, and to strive through social 
and political action to secure for all men 
justice, freedom, and peace, as a foretaste 
of that Kingdom into which the faithful 
shall be gathered... . 

All churches and Christians are in- 
volved . . . in the racial and ethnic ten- 


sions of the world. But it is in commu- 
nities where segregation prevails that they 
face the plainest difficulties and the most 
challenging opportunities; for such seg- 
gregation denies to those who are segre- 
gated their just and equal rights and 
results in deep injuries to the human 
spirit, suffered by offender and victim 
alike. ... 

The great majority of Christian 
churches affiliated with the World Coun- 
cil have declared that physical separation 
within the church on ground of race is a 
denial of spiritual unity, and of the broth- 
erhood of man. Yet such separations per- 
sist within these very churches, and we 
seek to justify them on other grounds 
than race, because in our own hearts we 
know that separation solely on the 
grounds of race is abhorrent in the eyes 
of God. .. . The church is called upon, 
therefore, to set aside such excuses and 
to declare God’s will both in words and 
deeds. 

The problems of race, difficult as they 
are, insoluble as they sometimes appear 
to be, provide for Christians an oppor- 
tunity for obedience if Christian 
obedience leads to suffering, that is part 
of the price. 


The Task of the Church 


The churches have this twofold duty: 
to obey and to proclaim the word of 
judgment, to repent and call to repent- 
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ance. It is their task to challenge the 
conscience of society. . . . The churches 
have a special duty toward those of their 
members who feel called to challenge 
actively the conscience of society, and 
who thus offend against custom, and incur 
loneliness and suffering... . 

The duty of the church is not accom- 
plished when it has given its support to 
its more adventurous sons. It also has 
a duty to alert all its members to the 
nature and scope of their responsibilities, 
to help them carry out their duties, and 
to stand by them when they do... . ¢ As 
part of its task of challenging the con- 
science of society, it is the duty of the 
church to protest against any law or ar- 
rangement that is unjust to any human 
being or which would make Christian 


fellowship impossible, or would prevent 
the Christian from practicing his voca- 
tiOn. ..... 

The church cannot approve of any law 
which discriminates on grounds of race, 
which restricts the opportunity of any 
man to acquire education . . . to procure 
or to practice employment . . . or in any 
way curtails his exercise of the full rights 
and responsibilities of citizenship. . . . 

A minister of the church should advise 
young people, when preparing them for 
the grave responsibilites of intermarriage, 
both of the potential richness of such 
marriages and of the painful conse- 
quences in some situations, which conse- 
quences are often caused by the hardness 
of men’s hearts and by cultural differ- 
ences. (EPS) 
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Laymen Must Speak Out 


By FRANK S. HAY 


The time is long past due for our lay- 
men to speak out on the question of Pres- 
byterian bodies reuniting. Many of our 
ministers have stood alone. There are 
those who have gained the impression 
that this is entirely the minister’s move- 
ment. For fear that I might be miunder- 
stood, there are several things that I wish 
to make clear: First, I am not a trans- 
planted Presbyterian. My forbears were 
from the home of Presbyterianism— 
Scotland—and we have been in the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., for many genera- 
tions. Second, I consider myself to be 
a conservative of the most conservative. 
I know that I have been guilty many 
times of mistaking the standards of our 
church as the “‘infalliable word,” instead 
of the Holy Bible. Third, as an elder, I 
have taken my ordination vows seriously, 
and I have agreed to be subject to the 
brethren. If my church goes into this 
union, I go with my church. If it stays 
out of the union, I stay with my church. 

Is 1r THE WILL oF Gop? 
Is 1r THE MInp oF CHRIST? 
CAN THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 

BE Best SERVED? 

No one can dogmatically answer these 
questions, but as for me, I am convinced 
that the evidence is overwhelming. I do 
not deny the right of my fellow Chris- 
tians to conclude that the evidence leads 
in the opposite direction. Each of us 
must decide for himself. As to how we 
are to decide, I approach the question in 
humility and in humble reliance on divine 
providence to lead me to the right con- 
clusion. We should be much in prayer 
and should study God’s word in order to 
permit it to speak to us on this subject. 








MR. HAY is a business man and an elder of 
Charleston, S. C. He is the state chairman 
for the Friends of Presbyterian Union. 
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We must be submissive to the leadings 
of the Holy Spirit. 


God's Spirit Leads 


It seems to me that God’s Spirit does 
lead in the direction of reuniting Presby- 
terian bodies. I believe this—first, be- 
cause all denominations that became sep- 
arated at the time of the War Between 
the States have since reunited with the 
exception of the Southern Baptist and the 
Southern Presbyterian. Second, I believe 
that the Holy Spirit leads in this direc- 
tion because the very performance of the 
three Presbyterian bodies considering re- 
uniting are very much more alike than 
they are unlike in additions, stewardship 
and evangelism. There is a far greater 
difference in the performance of individ- 
ual churches and individual presbyteries 
than there is in the three denominations 
considering reuniting. Third, I believe 
that the Holy Spirit leads in this direction 
because of my faith and confidence in 
the men formulating the Plan of Union 
who have worked diligently for 17 years 
—because of my faith and confidence in 
our church leaders, the great majority 
of our ministers, practically all living 
ex-Moderators of the General Assembly, 
the presidents of or four theological sem- 
inaries, the faculty members of our four 
theological seminaries with the possible 
exception of three professors, outstanding 
laymen and women, and our General As- 
sembly’s Young People’s Council which 
voted 33 to 2 in favor of church union. 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
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Could I or could anyone be presump- 
tuous in believing that this is not some 
evidence of God’s Spirit leading us to the 
right solution to the problem that is be- 
fore us? 

I AM IN FAVOR OF THE PRO- 


POSED PLAN OF UNION BE- 
CAUSE: 
First, it is a workable plan. Second, 


it is a fair plan, Third, it is an economical 
plan. Fourth, it is a Christian plan. 

In the reuniting of these three denom- 
inations, I believe we have an opportuni- 
ty of giving some little evidence to a 
divided world of God’s unity of purpose 
for the universe. We will only be extend- 
ing what we now practice on our mission 
fields—our converts now become members 
of a national Presbyterian Church and 
not of any subdivision of it. I would be 
opposed to any dilution of the great 
doctrinal statements of our church. In 
reading many of the statements opposing 
reuniting on the grounds that our doc- 
trinal statements will be diluted, I must 
confess that to subscribe to such state- 
ments seems to be rather Pharisaical to 
me. 


No General Motors 


I have read many statements giving all 
sorts of illustrations and examples com- 
paring the church, the body of believers 
of which Christ is the head, with Gen- 
eral Motors and with other physical fam- 
ily ties, and I feel that it is somewhat 
of a sacrilege to make such comparisons. 
There is no other institution in this uni- 
verse with which the Kingdom of Christ 
can be compared. 

I have read many statements in oppo- 
sition to reuniting because of certain 
leaders in the Presbyterian Church, USA. 
Attempts have been made to discredit 
them, casting aspersions upon their ortho- 
doxy and patriotism. Those of my ac- 
quaintanceship, I feel sure are in no 
doubt as to my position of conservatism in 
religion and politics, and I submit that 
if the statements made about the leaders 
of the USA churches are true, then I am 
equally unorthodox and unpatriotic. 

I urge all ministers and laymen alike 
to be factual in their statements. I would 


not deny anyone his privilege of opposing 
any movement but I most assuredly would 
not endorse arguments for or against that 
are not factual and would not stand up 
under the light of truth. 
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“THEY MAKE THE LAME TO WALK” 


In the years since World War II, Chris- 
tian young people who are interested in 
a career that follows Christ’s admonition 
to heal the sick have a wider choice than 
just becoming a doctor or a nurse. 

New advances in medicine have brought 
with them new professions and oppor- 
tunities. One of the most rapidly grow- 
ing among these is physical therapy, that 
branch of the healing arts which literally 
makes the lame to walk. 
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A physical therapist is neither a doc- 
tor nor a nurse, although he works with 
doctors, nurses, and other medical spe- 
cialists in helping to rehabilitate people 
with injuries or diseases affecting mus- 
cles, joints, nerves, and bones. He may 
work in a hospital, a rehabilitation cen- 
ter, a school for crippled children or in 
a doctor’s office as he carries out his part 
of the treatment of patients with diseases 
and injuries such as polio, cerebral palsy, 
arthritis, strokes, amputations, fractures, 
and sprain. 


Physicians’ Direction 

Physical therapists treat patients only 
on the prescription of a doctor, and in 
order to carry out their tasks they must 
have a thorough knowledge of the human 
anatomy—how it functions normally, 
how it can be damaged by injury or dis- 
ease, and how the healing processes can 
be stimulated. For instance, a child 
crippled by polio will be given a muscle 
test by the physical therapist to deter- 
mine which muscles have been affected 
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and how severely. The physician will 
use the results of this muscle test as a 
basis for prescribing the kinds of phys- 
ical therapy the child needs. The phys- 
ical therapist will guide the youngster in 
carefully planned exercises which will 
help strengthen the polio-weakened mus- 
cles. He may use underwater exercises 
and other therapeutic procedures to help 
correct and prevent deformities. If the 
child’s legs are paralyzed, he will even- 
tually be fitted with braces and crutches, 
Then it is the physical therapist’s task 
to teach the child to walk with the aid of 
these appliances. 

In the United States today there are ap- 
proximately 6000 qualified physical ther- 
apists working full time. This is only 
about half enough to meet the need and fill 
the available jobs. It is estimated that by 
1958 there will be a need for nearly 
11,000 therapists in this country. 

It takes a minimum of four years of 
education after graduation from high 
school to become a qualified physical 
therapist. There are 33 schools in the 
United States whose courses in physical 
therapy education have been approved 
by the Council on Medical Education and 
Hospitals of the American Medical As- 
sociaticn. In most cases these schools 
are departments within the medical school 
of a large university. 

Salaries for physical therapists range 
from $3600 for new graduates to $5000 
for those with more experience. Admin- 
istrative positions pay from $6000 to 
$8000. 

Opportunity for Service 

Physical therapy is a career, open to 
both men and women, which offers a 
real opportunity for service. The physical 
therapist knows that becau‘e of his skill 
a little child who has had polio may walk 
again; that a mother who has suffered 
a stroke can return to her family as a 
homemaker instead of living out her days 
as a helpless invalid; that a man who has 
fractured his spine in an automobile ac- 
cident can once more resume his role as 
breadwinner for his family. These are 
the true rewards of a career in physical 
therapy. 

For further information about a career 
in this field, write to the American Phys- 
ical Therapy Association, 1790 Broad- 
way, New York 19, New York. 
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WE HAVE SOMETHING HERE (4) ; 


WE HAVE SOMETHING TO LOSE 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


N THE event of union with the United 
] and USA Presbyterians, we of the 
Southern church not only have something 
to give and to gain; we also have some- 
thing to lose. We may as well face it. 

Part of what we lose, we shall regret 
losing. There are some values in a small 
denomination that cannot be carried over 
into a larger one. This holds true, of 
course, of all organizations and commu- 
nities. You may be proud that your city 
is growing, but you can’t help wishing 
you knew as many people when you go 
down town as you used to know before 
the big corporations started coming south. 
It is easier to love a small town than a 
large one. (Or to hate it, for that mat- 
ter. ) 

Even when a man professes a home- 
sickness for old Chicago, it usually turns 
out that he doesn’t really love Chicago. 
He means the northside, or Garfield 
Boulevard, or Public School 246, or 
wherever his home neighborhood may 
have been. 

So we shall not find it so easy to love 
a vast church reaching from border to 
border, from coast to coast, as it is to love 
our own cozy church of Dixie. 

We shall lose whatever homogeneity 
we have—unanimity of attitudes and be- 
liefs. It is quite true that the New 
South is far less homogeneous than was 
the Old South, and even that was less so 
than legend makes out. But compared 
with the nation, the South is still more 
“all of one piece.” This is reflected in 
ours and every Southern church. 

We can comfort ourselves with the re- 
flection that the U.P. Church is, if any- 
thing, not only smaller but more ho- 
mogeneous than ours; so we shall not be 
the only losers on this score. 


E SHALL lose the acquaintance 

with the church which is now pos- 
sible to many of us. Even a man who is 
no great shakes as a mixer can go to Mon- 
treat, stay through a summer, and become 
acquainted with most of the “big guns” 
of the church, as well as with people from 
every section of it. But there is no Mon- 
treat big enough for the proposed great 
church. A much smaller number of us 
than before can have the pleasure, for 
example, of knowing personally all the 
living ex-Moderators, or all the Board 


Cow and grasshopper—responsibility vs. 
independence. 
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secretaries. As soon as two Southerners 
meet for the first time, they start the game 
of “Do you know So-and-so?” It is 
rarely that you can’t dig up at least one 
friend in common, so tightly knit is Dixie. 

But while a South Carolina commis- 
sioner can play that game at the Assem- 
bly with a Texan or a Virginian and get 
a high score, he is likely to draw a blank 
playing it with some commissioner from 
North Dakota who went to college at 
Dubuque. 

Further, we shall lose the independence 
that goes with small sizes. A grasshopper 
is more independent than a cow. A cow 
has responsibilities that a grasshopper 
never heard of, and dignity to match. 

If that is not too pert a metaphor, we 
shall have greater dignity and responsi- 
bility as a larger church, but we shall 
have to pay for it with some loss of free- 
dom. 


OWEVER, we have also some things 

to lose which we can well afford 
to lose. We shall be better off without 
them. They are provincialism, prejudice 
and pride, qualities not peculiar to small 
groups but sometimes pronounced in 
them. 

It is easier to maintain prejudices when 
our horizons are narrow. It is easy to 
believe all the canards about the unor- 
thodoxy, the coldness of the “Northern” 
church, when there is a safe wall between 
us and them. But when we circulate 
among USA and U.P. brethren, visit their 
institutions, see how like us they are both 
for good and ill, prejudice just vanishes 
away. 

We shall lose our pride, too, and good 
riddance. (Not that a great church has 
no temptations to pride, but that is an- 
other story.) 

We shall have to lose our notions that 
we are par excellence THE Presbyterians, 
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and all others deviationists. We shall be 
forced to look realistically at our favorite 
phrase “Best in the South” and ask 
whether in actual side-by-side comparison 
with others, that means Best, period. 
Yes, we shall lose some of our provin- 
cialism, pride and prejudice. But who 
can suppose that without these things we 
shall not be a better church? 

On the other hand, is it not possible 
that the USA and U.P. churches also have 
some of the same to lose? And who can 
help believing that by pooling our best 
and discarding our worst, we shall not 
become a better church together than any 
one of us was separately? 
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EDITORIAL 


Thoughts at a Hearing 


Last week these columns reported a 
statewide hearing on the question of com- 
pliance with the Supreme Court ruling 
calling for desegregation in the public 
schools. Many people who attended the 
hearing felt that it was one of the great 
experiences of their lives. It was this for 
us for several reasons which will follow. 

To be sure there were some unfortunate, 
unpleasant and regrettable aspects of it. 
For one thing an obviously well planned 
chain of expression had been arranged, 
backed by a strong political machine, to 
offer a routine and repetitious refrain 
calling for status quo ante last May 17. 
This was calculated to demonstrate some 
sort of unanimous sentiment but it was 
the sentiment of a political organization 
in a well disciplined performance. 

Moreover there were some pathetic rev- 
elations of bitter feeling and the ravages 
of race prejudice. To see kind well- 
mannered and benevolent spirited people 
who are church members and fine citizens 
who are the victims of this poison is al- 
ways an unhappy experience. H. G. 
Wells put it like this: ‘I am convinced 
there is no more evil thing in this present 
world than race prejudice—none at all!” 
On such occasions it is easy to agree with 
him for this evil takes possession of people 
and as one woman declared to the chair- 
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man of the meeting so insidious is this 
thing that we act sincerely, and we behave 
in a prejudiced manner without ever real- 
izing that we do it. To seek to rally a 
false science or a distorted history or an 
untrue interpretation of Scriptures even 
to support what we want to prove does 
no credit to our integrity. Those who do 
it are apparently entirely unconscious of 
doing so because of what this virus does 
to us. 

So far as influencing a politically con- 
scious group appointed for preconceived 
purposes to try to circumvent the Supreme 
Court is concerned few people could be 
so unrealistic as to hope for such a result. 
But there were plenty of positive values 
from the hearing and we ought to remem- 
ber them. 

For one thing it is a great thing that 
there could be such a hearing at all. Our 
democratic processes, too often flouted, are 
fundamentally right. The hearing itself 
was probably the most vocal witness to the 
eventual doom of a legally-enforced seg- 
gregated society. In the vast auditorium, 
where people spoke to uphold segregation, 
segregation had broken down. People 
sat where they pleased and the walls did 
not tumble down on anybody. 

Furthermore, this occasion was the first 
such opportunity when spokesmen for a 
religious and moral point of view in this 
state ever had such an opportunity to join 
their voices to support their position— 
and to have their words sent across the 
state and beyond via radio and the daily 
press. The segregation position is heard 
fully and routinely in every locality, but 
never, in some of these situations, had 
a good word been spoken in a public meet- 
ing on behalf of those who feel that seg- 
regation is spiritually and morally doom- 
ed on the basis of religion, ethics, or 
democracy. 

Although churches and ministers came 
under bitter attack because of their stand 
on the question, this was doubtless one 
of the most encouraging aspects of the 
entire hearing, for the clear stand of the 
Presbyterian Church, at least, was made 
inescapable. The declaration of our Gen- 
eral Assembly was a high point and the 
action of the Synod of Virginia, sending 
its “humble petition” to the hearing and 
its spokesmen to voice it, made the Pres- 
byterian Church the only church body on 
hand as such with an official word. We 
have already pointed out here that our 
own house is not yet in order on this ques- 
tion but this should not keep us from see- 
ing needs in other areas of our society at 
the same time. 

The stand of ministers and church 
groups on this subject throughout the 
South is proving to be a troublesome issue 
to the politicians and some others. They 
tell churchmen to mind their own business 
—obviously with no idea as to what the 
church’s business is. They warn them 
to keep out of politics, but they are not 
greatly concerned about this if the church 


groups will just take a strong stand on 
their side. Like the Hitlers who have 
risen on authoritarian horizons, they find 
they can handle or pressure most of the 
groups of our society by threats or re- 
prisals, but when they find a prophetic 
church on their hands, they just don’t 
know what to do with the prophets. 

All this makes it clear, as it sometimes 
is not clear, that our Christian religion is 
commissioned to bear the burdens of those 
who suffer, to seek justice for the op- 
pressed, and to call men to live in obe- 
dience to a Kingdom that is above every 
loyalty on earth. In such situations when 
an issue is sharpened we can see, in one 
specific instance, at least one thing that 
this means. 

Some timid people will doubtless feel 
that it is too bad for the church to be 
attacked. Others, with a better knowl- 
edge of the Bible and of Christian history, 
will rejoice that churchmen are courage- 
ously challenging an evil social order 
and proclaiming the demands of a Christ 
who does not bow to expediency, tradi- 
tion, or a set of customs, however pleas- 
ant to some groups, which are out of line 
with his commands. 


To Be Regretted 


Another instance where something in 
the way of fairplay would seem to call 
for another course of action has come to 
light in a November press release by the 
opponents of Presbyterian reunion. 

A Weaverville, N. C., source has sent 
to a number of southern papers a “news” 
story which professes to be accurate and 
up-to-date. This story reports that THE 
OvuTLook has taken a poll (and the im- 
pression is given that it has just done so) 
which shows “that union would be de- 
feated in the Southern Church.” The un- 
named source of the opposition story then 
goes on to tell the readers that the early 
votes of the 11 presbyteries which flouted 
the request of the General Assembly show 
that the defeat of union “may be accom- 
plished by an even wider margin than the 
pollsters expect.” 

It would seem that these frantic op- 
ponents of union, in their efforts to 
“create” a bandwagon psychology (in 
rushing the early votes) are now stooping 
to distortion as well. 

For one thing, we have never attempted 
to make any such claims for the poll 
which we conducted—way back last 
Spring. We have made no claims for 
anything about it except that it showed 
just what it showed from the persons who 
responded. 

The serious infraction of the opponents 
in the present instance, in our judgment, 
is reflected in failures, omissions or false 
claims: 

— the newspapers to which the story 
was sent were not told that they were 
being asked to ride a dead horse; the poll 
was conducted last Spring—well before 
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the General Assembly cast its vote for 
reunion. Instead, the story is written in 
such a way as to indicate that the poll 
has just been conducted. 

— in contrast to what is stated and/or 
implied, we gave no interpretation of the 
poll which called for the defeat of union; 
instead, we pointed out two things: (1) 
The official and unofficial leadership of 
the church is overwhelmingly for union; 
(2) the ministers of the church are over- 
whelmingly for it. Because of this, we 
said, union is inevitable. 

— the poll was conducted, not only 
before the Assembly took its strong stand 
in favor of union and called on the 
church-at-large to stand and work for it; 
it was taken well before many of the able 
and influential leaders of our church had 
taken any stand at all on the union ques- 
tion—men like those whose statements 
have been carried in these columns re- 
cently: J. R. McCain, Edward D. Grant, 
Hunter B. Blakely, Wallace M. Alston, 
Ben R. Lacy, J. McDowell Richards and 
many others. 

Newspapers to which the opposition 
propaganda was sent cannot be blamed 
for not knowing how they were being 
used. From the point of view of the 
sharp propagandist, it was a shrewd trick. 
Others, who apply a higher standard, will 
think that churchmen ought to follow a 
more honorable course. 


Younger Ministers—Only? 


In one of our presbyteries (Atlanta) 
some of the younger ministers, only a few 
years out of seminary, are holding a quar- 
terly meeting. Their wives bring the 
children along and everybody has a good 
time. 

Chief purpose of the program is to 
provide an opportunity during the morn- 
ing session when some leader of the pres- 
bytery is brought in to lead a discussion 
of some lively question. That afternoon 
the men tell about their problems or some 
new plans underway. 

It is a great thing for everybody in- 
volved and the success of the venture is 
unquestioned. 

This appears to be so good a project 
that we hate to see it suffer from its 
success. Maybe this is the best way to 
do it. Maybe the younger fellows wouldn’t 
have a chance to say anything if a cross- 
section of the presbytery joined in. Still, 
the fact that the older men in the presby- 
tery need this too ought not to be for- 
gotten. Moreover, they need the vision 
and drive and enthusiasm of the younger 
ministers, and it is too bad they can’t 
share in such opportunities. 

There used to be a plan to have special 
circles in the women’s program set aside 
for the younger women. One result of 
this is that the regular circles and pro- 
gram become, by inference, for ‘older 
women,” and that won’t do. 

One of the stimulating features in the 
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fellowship of the church is its provision 
for older and younger to share with each 
other, for age to temper youth and for 
youth to inspire the older. 


For More Plain Talk 


These pages occasionally deplore the 
vague and generalized statements of 
Christian groups as they seem to reassure 
themselves that they are “taking a stand” 
on some vital issue in declaring to the 
public what is the right and proper course 
to follow. 

At the present time too many church 
groups are hiding in the woods of gen- 
eralities and vague expressions of ben- 
evolence and the support of home and 
mother. 

Regardless of our personal points of 
view on these issues, all of us will doubt- 
less wish that if church groups are going 
to “take a stand” they would do so in 
plain English instead of in such am- 
biguous terms as these: 

The Episcopal bishop of North Caro- 
lina told the Synod of the Fourth Epis- 
copal Province at New Orleans that “‘God 
is expecting us to find the answer to the 
social humanitarian question that fell on 
us like a mountain with the Supreme 
Court’s decision last May. We don’t 
want to be ostriches and we don’t intend 
to be cowards.” He said the problem 
“won’t be solved by extremists, radicals, 
pressure groups or impractical idealists.” 
It would have been good, then, for the 
speaker to point out just where he stands 
on the issue. 

The Alabama Baptist Convention 
adopted a paper recognizing that “‘in Ala- 
bama we face a crisis” on the segregation 
issue. It said, “We trust all of our people 
will meet it calmly and judiciously, work- 
ing it out in the spirit of Christ to the 
best interests of both races.” 

North Carolina Baptists asked for “‘re- 
strained emotions” and reaffirmed their 
“belief and teaching about men as hav- 
ing infinite worth in the sight of God 

. . worthy of equal rights and responsi- 
bilities, until those persons prove them- 
selves unfit for rights and responsibili- 
ties.” A little more and they would have 
been out of the woods. 

Georgia Baptists urged prayers ‘“‘to 
God to guide us in our thinking, that in 
the end there should be justice and broth- 
erly love.” They urged “that we start out 
in the right spirit, in a spirit of Christ, 
and that we act in accordance with the 
will of God.” To be sure, but what does it 
mean here and now in regard to this issue? 

In contrast to these efforts at middle- 
of-the-road positions, listen to the 50 
bishops who compose the Council of 
Bishops of the Methodist Church. They 
reaffirmed the church’s agreement with 
the principle of desegregation, pointing to 
the 1952 action of their General Confer- 
ence. Moreover, they called upon Meth- 
odists to lead in support of the Supreme 


Court decision, which decision, they said, 
was “in keeping with the attitude” of 
the Methodist Church. 

Even though you might disagree with 
what they say, you cannot misunderstand 
it. 

In the same way, the Virginia Baptist 
General Association voted unanimously 
to support the Supreme Court decision. Its 
forthright stand, understood by every- 
body, began immediately to be attacked in 
the letters columns of the daily press. 

Wouldn’t it be fine if, before we adopt 
these pretty resolutions, we stopped to 
ask ourselves just what they mean with 
reference to a specific issue? Then we 
might omit the generalities and just say 
what we mean. It would do more good. 


GUEST EDITORS 


If He Could Call the Signals 


Whenever you have to deal with the fel- 
low who has fallen out with the family of 
God, who seems to take all manner of 
liberties in castigating the church down 
the street, you can be sure you are dealing 
with an ecclesiastical drone. It can be 
safely assumed that he is no more than a 
benchwarmer, and not very regular even 
at that. 


Seeing that we are Presbyterians, zeal- 
ous to maintain our inherited privilege of 
objecting to the several enterprises of our 
organized Christian family, we have come 
to expect and to be disciplined by the 
wholesome criticisms which are directed 
against the church. But, if you do not 
know it, it should always be remembered 
that the loudest complaints come from 
that minority which has made a specialty 
of limiting churchmanship to talking. 

The budget, fo rinstance, is handled 
almost ruthlessly by a very few. Not long 
since one of the canvassers returned with 
a pledge card where the member had re- 
duced his pledge by half. Attached to the 
card was the officer’s note to the effect that 
this man had it in for some of the things 
we were doing. That was his privilege, 
and, to the limits of genuine honesty, that 
was his duty. But the original pledge, 
now reduced by fifty per cent, was not 
even a genuine token of his resources. He 
has been asked to help in some of the 
church’s affairs. He would work at those 
ventures where he could call the signals. 
But when he had to play on the team, 
he picked up his talents and went home, 
seeming to judge that he could best serve 
the Kingdom of God by pointing out the 
faults of certain details of our program 
and inveighing against them. . . . In any 
organization, the people who cry the 
loudest and object the strongest are those 
who watch the parade and who never 
pull much of a load.—Jas. A. Jones in 
a sermon at Myers Park Church, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Sunday Marketing to 
Stop in Louisville 


Kentucky News Letter 

Louisville church groups are working 
to block what promised to become full- 
scale Sunday operation of supermarkets. 
A large locally-owned supermarket stayed 
open on Sundays. Then an Indianapolis 
chain planned to open four stores in 
Louisville that would operate around the 
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chains had a policy of closing on Sun- 


‘days but feared that competition might 


force them to open on Sundays. The Ken- 
tucky Independent Retail Food Dealers 
Association had already adopted resolu- 
tions opposing Sunday operation and 
these stores offered to help the movement 
to forestall general Sunday opening. A 
committee of the Louisville Ministerial 
Association and the area council of 
churches secured support of one Jewish 
rabbi and the Roman Catholic chancery 
office plus organized labor in its effort to 
stop the movement. The result is that 
the store now opening on Sundays has 
agreed to close after Dec. 19 and the 
new chain will not open on Sundays if 
competing supermarkets remain closed. 
Undergraduate Negroes 
Study at the University 

The University of Kentucky at Lexing- 
ton has Negro students in its undergrad- 
uate school for the first time this year, 
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although it has admitted Negroes to the 
graduate schools for several years. About 
20 Negroes are in the Freshman class, 
most of them coming from Lexington, 
with a few commuting from nearby 
Nicholasville. Newspapers described it 
by saying, “Integration came quietly and 
without incident.” Yandell Page, Pres- 
byterian student director, says, “These 
Negroes are integrated into the whole 
university program on a non-segregated 
basis except housing. That will require 
some additional adjustment in the fu- 
ture.”” Centre College has no Negro stu- 
dents but it has six Orientals plus one 
American-born Japanese and one Per- 
sian. The University of Louisville has 
received Negro students for five years. 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary grad- 
uated its first Negro in 1953. Several 
Negro students now attend Southern Bap- 
tist Seminary in Louisville. 
Billy Graham Invited 
To Louisville in 1956 

Plans are being made to bring Billy 
Graham to Louisville for an evangelistic 
campaign in 1956. Baptist ministers 
and churches are supporting the cam- 
paign, leading the way, but interdenom- 
inational sponsorship is anticipated. Sep- 
tember, 1956, has been set tentatively. 
The Churchhill Downs race track is being 
considered as the likely site. 
Dry Sentiment Said 
To Be Increasing 

National leaders of the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union, meeting in 
Lexington this fall, declared that dry 
territories appear to be on the increase in 
the South. Mrs. Glenn C. Hays, Evan- 
ston, Ill:, national president, estimated 
that more than 830 of 1,306 counties in 
13 Southern states are totally dry or at 
least ban hard liquor. Mrs E. D. Hinkle 
of Lexington, Kentucky president, esti- 
mated that 81 per cent of Kentucky is 
dry by area and that 61 per cent of its 
population lives in dry territory. Nine 
local option elections have been held since 
January, 1953, she said, and the drys 
won eight of the nine. (RNS) 


Bradfordsville School Strike 
Keeps Students at Home 


Parents in Bradfordsville have kept 
about 275 grade school pupils out of 
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classes and have refused to let high school 
students board buses that would take 
them to a high school at Lebanon, 10 
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miles away, for more than two months. 
This strike came about when the Marion 
County School Board closed the Brad- 
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fordsville high school because the board 
considered its continued operation un- 
economical. Parents claimed that the 
board built up the schools in Roman 
Catholic areas at the expense of the Brad- 
fordsville school. After the strike had 
run two months Governor Lawrence 
Wetherby proposed the reopening of the 
school while the suit was handled by the 
Franklin Circuit Court. The board, how- 
ever, did not look with favor on this idea. 
(RNS) 


Teaching by Garbed Nuns 
Is Ruled to Be Legal 


In their suit for the reopening of the 
Bradfordsville school (see above) parents 
also asked that the employment of Roman 
Catholic nuns be halted in county 
schools. Meanwhile Judge William B. 
Ardery ruled in Frankfort in another suit 
that garbed nuns may legally teach in 
Kentucky public schools. Attorneys for 
the plaintiff said the fight to bar the use 
of public funds in schools where nuns 
teach would be carried to the state Court 
of Appeals. (RNs) 


Presbyterian Founding of 
Disciples Church Is Marked 

This year the 150th anniversary of 
the founding of the Disciples church at 
Cane Ridge, near Paris, Ky., is being 
marked. It was at this famous meeting 
house on June 28, 1804 that Barton W. 
Stone, a Presbyterian minister, gathered 
with five colleagues to draw up “‘The Last 
Will and Testament of the Springfield 
Presbytery.” There they appealed for 
the “union of the Church of Christ under 
one name, the Christian Church, and 
with one source of authority, the Bible.” 
Stone’s “Christians” and the “Disciples” 
movement, founded in 1809 by two more 
Presbyterians, Thomas and Alexander 
Campbell, joined forces in 1831 to form 
the denomination that now numbers more 
than 1,850,000. The Cane Ridge meet- 
ing house is being restored and enshrined 
under a $100,000 structure. (RNS) 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Miscellany 

Presbyterian students in Kentucky col- 
leges and universities joined other student 
groups recently in an Ecumenical Stu- 
dent Conference at Camp Boone. . . . The 
training program for church officers is 
going steadily forward with sessions re- 
cently held in Jackson, Hopkinsville, 
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Louisville, Danville and Winchester .. . 
Louisville Presbyterian churches will hold 
their second annual officer training class 
in January. Last winter’s effort attracted 
400 men. Thirty-one Methodist 
churches in the Louisville area recently 
held simultaneous meetings with good 
results. 
Dorsey D. EL.ts. 

Louisville. 


N. C. Baptists Act to 
Protect Property Rights 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. (RNS)—A model 
constitution and by-laws for a local Bap- 
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GIVING... 


The Gospel According to Mark 
... and Its Meaning for Today 


by E. T. Thompson $2.95 


The most vivid of the Gospels, inter- 
preted to reveal more fully Christ as He 
really was. In simple, clear style, 
excellently organized for study or de- 
votional reading. 


The Sermon On the Mount 
...and Its Meaning for Today 


by E. T. Thompson $2.25 


The author shows the teachings of 
Jesus to be a vital and workable guide 
to everyday living. A fresh and read- 
able presentation. 


Religion in Shoes 
by Hunter B. Blakely $2.00 


The story of the ministry of Brother 
Bryan in a small church in Birmingham, 
a story written in the lives cf thousands 
who saw God through him. 


For the Living of 
These Days 


by William M. Elliott, Jr. $2.00 


Here we see how a vital personal re- 
ligion can aid each of us in overcom- 
ing frightening assaults upon our inner 
serenity and power. 


Prayers for All Occasions 
by Stuart R. Oglesby $1.25 


Short, helpful prayers for everyday use, 
for special needs, days, and cccasions, 
in a book suited for use in both pri- 
vate and group devotions. Here is 
strength and comfort. 
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tist church was distributed at the annual] 
meeting of the North Carolina Baptist 
State Convention here. 


The document provides that in the 
event of a split in a congregation the 
church property will remain with the 
group maintaining its Southern Baptist 
affiliation. 

Last year, the Convention named a 
special committee to draw up the model 
constitution and by-laws. The action 
came after a majority of the congregation 
of North Rocky Mount, N. C., Baptist 
church, led by the pastor, seceded from 
the State and Southern Conventions and 
claimed control of the church property 
valued at $250,000. 


Trustees of the congregation, represent- 
ing the minority, sued to retain the prop- 
erty and were upheld by Superior Court 
Judge Malcolm Paul. He ruled that the 
seceding majority had “ceased to be a 
part of the true congregation and are not 
entitled to share in the use and possession 
of the property.” 


The majority faction has appealed this 
decision to the North Carolina Supreme 
Ccurt. 


‘Book-of-the-Month’ 
Bible Plan Works 


SPARTANBURG, S. C. (RNS)—John L. 
Slaughter, pastor of First Baptist church 
here, has had what he describes as “‘elec- 
trifying” results with a “book-of-the- 
month” club in his church. 


Dr. Slaughter picks a book of the Bible 
for each month and asks his congregation 
to read it all during the month. For one 
evening service he preaches on the “‘book 
of the month.” Attendance at this serv- 
ice alwa\s exceeds that of other evening 
services. 

The pastor believes that more Bible 
reading is necessary in his congregation 
for a full appreciation of his sermons. 
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this | Ordained Presbyterian ministers answer this call every day. 


onan Among those who answered it years ago are many retired min- 


| isters 80 years of age now, or older. (Maybe you know of one). 
They worked long hours for low pay, and could not accumulate 
savings, annuities and insurance. They had already retired in 1940 


nL. when our Ministers’ Annuity Fund went into effect, and get no 
— benefits from this—and many other pastors who did get in on the 
the- plan were able to build up only a few years investment before they, 
too, were retired. 
= As the value of money went down, living costs went up. Heading 
r one the list of white collar low incomes was the clerical collar—that’s 
book =| why your JOY GIFT made each December means so much to these 
an retired pastors. That little envelope you fill just before the Christ- 
. mas season makes the difference between want and enough. 
= There is an answer you can make to this ad. You can plan now 
ons. to make your JOY GIFT this year the best ever, and in a strange, 
| yet very real, sense—your giving can bring one of the greatest pos- 
¢) sible JOYS to yourself. 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF comes from 


| your JOY GIFT to the 
| BOARD OF ANNUITIES AND RELIEF 


d Presbyterian Church U.S. 
341-C Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta 5, Ga. 


Chas. J. Currie, Executive Secretary 
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Since we no longer even tacit- 
ly encourage church groups in 
money-raising enterprises, we 
can offer every NEW sub- 
scriber our lowest possible in- 
troductory rate: $2.50 (one- 
half of the annual $5 rate) 
from now through December, 
including Christmas gift sub- 


scriptions. 


Every member in your 
church should 


receive... 


In Effect Until December 31, 1954 


The General Assembly has 
unanimously reiterated its 
opposition to money-making 


efforts, in line with our edi- 


YOU SAVE ONE-HALF 


ONE YEAR—50 Filled-with-interest issues 


torial: 101 Ways vs. One 

Way,* therefore we no longer 

— ole tase offer church groups any com- 

mission on subscriptions. The 

NEW $5.00 $2.50 savings go to new subscribers. 


*Sopy free for stamped self-ad- 
TWO SUBSCRIPTIONS dressed envelope. 
FOR THE PRICE OF 

ONE—$5. (Your own re- 

newal and one gift to 

new subscriber) 


RENEWAL* $5.00 


*(Includes former subscribers) 
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Enter the following subscriptions to— 








NAMES OF 
Mr., Mrs. or Miss. 


women, use husband’s given name 


10. 
11. 
12. 


Amount enclosed $ 
Fill in this order blank, and 
send additional subscriptions 


on a separate sheet. 


Send ALL orders to: 
20 


SUBSCRIBERS BELOW 
In case of married 


ADDRESS: 
| If a renewal, 
changed, 


Street or R. D. 
and address has been 
give both old and new 


NEW OR 


CITY AND ZONE No. RENEWAL 


STATE 


Name of person securing subscriptions 


Address (] Chairman Ed; [7 President, [J 


List sent in by: 
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City and State sien Church 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Va. 
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Glory to God in the Highest 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for December 19, 1954 
Psalm 148 (Print 1-3,11-13); Matthew 1:18-25 


A little girl who couldn’t handle the 
phrase, “Forgive us our trespasses,” was 
accustomed to pray instead, ‘Forgive us 
our Christmases.” It is a petition which 
more of us should offer, for in too many 
of our modern Christmases the Christ 
Child has been forgotten. Our lesson this 
week brings the compass needle back to 
true north—“Glory to God in the High- 
est.” 


|. Praise the Lord 

The 148th Psalm from which a por- 
tion of our printed lesson is taken is one 
of the five psalms which brings Israel’s 
song book to a close in a burst of glorious 
praise. It falls into two parts: the first 
part, vss. 1-6, calling for praise to the 
Lord from the heavens; the second part, 
vss. 7-14 calling for praise to the Lord 
from the earth. “The psalm,” as Albert 
Barnes has pointed out, “is most ani- 
mated and triumphant. The language 
accords with the sentiment. It is adapted 
to the most animating and spirit-filling 
music; and these psalms—this and the 
two preceding and the two following— 
are eminently fitted to close the whole 
collection—the entire Book of Psalms.”’ 

In the first stanza all heavenly beings 
(vs. 2) and all heavenly bodies (vs. 3) 
—the sun and moon, which are the most 
conspicuous and glorious objects in the 
heavens, and the shining stars, which add 
so much to the beauty of the night—are 
called upon to praise their Creator. The 
Psalmist knew only the limited number 
of stars that are visible to the naked eye. 
Through our telescopes we know today 
that there are billions of stars, each of 
them in fact a flaming sun, many of them 
dwarfing our own sun into comparative 
insignificance. The earth on which we 
dwell has become more insignificant than 
once it was, but the God who created the 
heavenly bodies has become infinitely 
greater. The “highest heavens” and the 
“waters above the heavens” (the reservoir 
beyond the clouds from which the rains 
were drawn) are poetical expressions 
rather than scientific descriptions of the 
apparently boundless depths in all of 
which God’s will is law. He, the Lord 
(emphatic), ‘commanded and they were 
created. And he established them forever 
and ever; he fixed their bounds which 
cannot be passed.” God, then, is not 
only their Creator, but also the one who 
forever maintains them. As Albert Barnes 
commented more than a hundred years 
ago: 

“He has established great laws—as the 
law of gravitation—by which they are held 


from flying off; he has marked out orbits 
in which they move; he has so bound 
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them that they perform their revolutions 
with unerring accuracy in the very path 
which he has prescribed. So accurate are 
their movements that they can be predicted 
with exact precision; and so uniform that 
any succession of ages does not vary or 
affect them.” 

In the second stanza of the psalm 
(vss. 7-14) the earth and all that it con- 
tains is called upon to add its praise to 
that of the heavens. It begins with “you 
sea monsters and all deeps” (vs. 7, RSV) 
because they stand at the bottom of the 
scale in value; then moves up to the great 
forces of nature, “fire and hail, snow and 
frost, stormy wind fulfilling his com- 
mand,” accomplishing his purpose. “Let 
the stormy wind, which seems to be so 
little under any control, speak his praise 
by showing how obedient it is to his will, 
and how exactly it carries out his designs. 
Its perfect submission to his laws—the 
exactness with which, though apparently 
so fierce, raging and lawless, it carries 
out his plans, and pauses when he com- 
mands it—is in fact an act of praise or 
homage, as it proclaims his majesty, his 
supremacy, and his power” (Barnes). 

Mountains and all hills are included in 
the swelling chorus, as being among the 
loftiest objects on earth, raising their 
heads highest toward heaven; and they 
naturally bring to mind the trees, not only 
the fruit trees which contribute so much 
to the enjoyment of life, but also the 
cedars, the most prominent of the trees 
from which the Israelites derived their 
timbers. Wild beasts and tame, those 
which roam the forest and those which are 
domesticated likewise add their praise; 
also creeping things and birds. As Barnes 
points out: 

“These are grouped together for a rea- 
son similar to that for which fruitful trees 
and cedars and beasts and cattle are 
grouped together, to embrace the whole. 
The expression embraces the loftiest and 
lowest; those which ascend farthest above 
the earth, and those which creep upon its 
surface. The word rendered ‘creeping 
things would properly embrace the smaller 
animals which creep along upon the 
ground, both those which have four feet 
or more, as mice, lizards, crabs, etc., and 
those without feet which glide or drag 
themselves upon the ground, as worms 
and serpents. These, in their lowly con- 
dition, and in their humble way, are called 
on to unite in the general chorus of praise. 
Accomplishing the purpose for which they 
are made, they will, with the most lofty 
of created beings, contribute to proclaim 
the wisdom, the power and the goodness of 
God.” 

Last of all, men, as the crown creation, 
are summoned to join the chorus, with no 
distinction of rank (“kings of the earth 
and all peoples; princes and all rulers 
of the earth” vs. 11), with no distinction 


of sex (“young men and maidens to- 
gether” vs. 12) and with no distinction 
of age (“old men and children” vs. 12, 
old men, with what remains of life, and 
children, with their life still before them 
—life as it begins, life as it closes). 

Let them all praise the name of the 
Lord, for his name alone is exalted. The 
name of a popular entertainer, or a prom- 
inent athlete, or an outstanding political 
leader, or a great scholar, or a great 
scientist, or a great public benefactor may 
be lifted above that of his fellowmen for 
a moment, for a generation, or even 
longer. But from the standpoint of the 
ages, it is the elevation of an ant hill. 
God’s name alone is truly exalted; his 
glory is above earth and heaven; and 
shall endure when the old earth and the 
old heavens have passed away. 

And this God, concludes our psalmist, 
has raised up a horn for his people (vs. 
14), the chosen people, “the people of 
Israel who are near to him.” For the 
Israelites a horn was the symbol of dig- 
nity and power. God, the Creator of 
heaven and earth, had visited his people, 
had mercifully blessed them beyond their 
just deserts. A god who had created 
heavens and earth and had taken no 
thought of man, who had set him on the 
stage of history and then ignored him, 
would not be a god whom we could praise 
with all our hearts. But God has raised 
up a horn for his people, and so each 
generation can add its voice to that 
of earlier generations—‘‘Praise the Lord.” 


Il. Emmanuel—God with Us 


We praise God for his glory written 
in the heavens and for his beneficence to 
man here below, but most of all for a 
Child born on the first Christmas day. 

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ took 
place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph [bethrothal 
among the Jews could be dissolved only 
through divorce; if Joseph had died before 
the marriage was completed Mary would 
have been counted as his widow], before 
they came together she was found to be 
with child of the Holy Spirit; and her 
husband, Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved 
to divorce her quietly.” 

Those must have been trying days for 
Mary, realizing the shock her condition 
brought to Joseph, knowing the dark sus- 
picions that were forming in his mind. 

Two courses were open to Joseph. He 
might expose her by charging her with 
infidelity before a court qualified to grant 
him a divorce; or he might keep the 
matter as private as possible by handing 
Mary a writ of divorcement in the pres- 
ence of two witnesses. Joseph had de- 
cided on the second of these two courses, 
when an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her 
is of the Holy Spirit.” When Joseph 
woke from sleep he did as the angel of 
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the Lord commanded him; he took his 
wife and knew her not until she had borne 
a son, and he called his name Jesus. 

The phrase, he “knew her not until 
she has borne a son,” does not support 
the theory of Mary’s perpetual virginity; 
nor does the later statement that Jesus 
had brothers and sisters (Mark 6:3). 
This theory developed long after Bible 
times as a consequence of the mistaken 
view (still held by the Roman Catholic 
Church) that the celibate life is holier 
than that of normal wedlock. It became 
the generally accepted theory of the Cath- 
olic Church in the late fourth century. 
The cult of Mary has continued to de- 
velop unto the present time, and the end 
is not yet. In 1854 Pope Pius IX de- 
clared it to be an article of faith (i.e., 
necessary for salvation) for Catholics to 
believe that Mary was conceived with- 
out original sin; on November 1, 1954 
Pope Pius XII declared it to be an 
article of faith that Mary’s body never 
saw corruption, but was taken up into 
heaven. This same pope in his latest 
encyclical, Ad Coeli Reginam, has estab- 
lished the feast of the Virgin as Queen 
of Heaven to be celebrated yearly on 
May 31. Theologians of the Roman 
Catholic Church speak of Mary as the 
Mediatrix of all grace, and as our co- 
redemptress from sin. Of all this there 
is not a hint in Scripture; rather the op- 
posite. 

Frederick Fox, writing recently to the 
Christian Century, has given us a truer 
picture: 

“Mary was a sweet girl who ‘found favor 
with God.’ Mary was a brave young wife 
who made the long trip from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem though ‘great with child.’ Mary 
was a blissful mother who heard the shep- 
herds’ praise and ‘kept these things, pon- 
dering them in her heart.’ Mary was a 
frightened mother who feared Herod and 
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fled to Egypt. Mary was a grateful mother 
who brought her son to the temple and 
‘presented him to the Lord.’ Mary was 
a good mother who saw that her son ‘in- 
creased in wisdom and stature and in 
favor with God and man.’ Mary was a 
worried mother who lost her temper when 
her son stayed behind in the temple: 
‘Son, why have you treated us so?’ Mary 
was a proud mother who wanted her son 
to show off before the wedding guests at 
Cana. Mary was a possessive mother who 
interrupted Jesus while he was working. 
Mary was distraught when she heard what 
her son was saying: ‘No one can be my 
disciple unless he hates his mother.’ Mary 
was partially reassured when she heard 
her son say, ‘Honor your mother.’ Mary 
was completely reassured when Jesus dy- 
ing, gave her a new son and a new faith.” 

We do not celebrate Christmas primar- 
ily because of the way in which Jesus 
came into the world. Only Matthew and 
Luke tell us of the Virgin Birth. It does 
not seem to have figured in the earliest 
preaching. It is not mentioned in the 
letters of Paul. More important was the 
angel’s promise, “Ye shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” 

The Jews, at this time, were subject to 
Rome, but seething with bitterness and 
resentment and longing eagerly for de- 
liverance. The deliverance which they 
desired and which they expected the Mes- 
siah to bring was primarily political de- 
liverance. The Jews were desperately 
poor, Palestine lacked natural resources 
and was badly overpopulated. It is es- 
timated that a third of the national in- 
come of the people was taken for taxes; 
there was much hunger and much heart- 
less exploitation. The deliverance for 
which they looked was not only political 
but also economic. It must have come as 
a considerable disappointment to Joseph 
when the angel said, “You shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” That was not the mes- 
sage that the Jews wanted; just as it is 
not the message that the majority of 
people want today in Asia or in the 
United States of America. And yet it is 
the message which the world needs today 
as then. 


“All this took place,” we read, “to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: ‘Behold, a virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and his name shall be 
called Emmanuel’ (which means, God 
with us). Here is the real significance 
of Christmas, and here we have our great- 
est cause to “praise the Lord.” 

The God who created heaven and 
earth is present for us in Jesus Christ. 
Our understanding of God’s love, our 
experience of God’s power, our deliver- 
ance from the sin which binds us, our 
enjoyment of the peace of God which 
passes all understanding comes to us not 
through the marvelous universe which 
God has created, but through the babe 
who grew through childhood and youth 
to maturity, through the teacher who 
taught us to love God and our fellowmen, 
through the Savior who died for us on 
Calvary, through the Lord who took his 
life again from the grave. 

“God with us.”’ We need to have God 
with us, not only during this Christmas 
season, but through all the days ahead— 
in times of sorrow, temptation, failure 
and sin and also in times of joy, victory 
and success; in days when opportunity 
beckons and in days when death comes 
for us or for those whom we love. 

It is easy to miss the real meaning of 
Christmas. Gertrude Hanson speaks for 
many of us: 

“I dyed my rooms in candle glow, 
Hung helly wreaths and mistletoe, 
And in the passing lure of them 
Forgot the heart is Bethlehem. 

With tinsel glory I trimmed a tree 
But I forgot the heart of me— 


That it is there the Christ must stay 
When he comes in on Christmas Day. 


I made no place for the Christ-Child 
them... 
O that he pass this way again!” 
(From Christ in Poetry, Thos. G. and 
Hazel D. Clark, Association Press) 
God forgive us our past Christmases, 
and grant that this Christmas may be a 
true Christmas—God with us—not only 
for us but for all mankind. 
Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 


the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


EDUCATION INTO RELIGION. By A. 
Victor Murray. Harper and Brothers, New 
York. 230 pp., $3.00. 

The author is an English Methodist, 
principal of Cheshunt College, Cam- 
bridge, and a Christian educator of in- 
ternational repute. He presents impor- 
tant aspects of his philosophy of religious 
education, stating by way of introduction 
that the dilemma of religious education is 
how to teach to another what is essentially 
a personal encounter, intuition, and loy- 
alty. 

The English Act of 1944 made reli- 
gious education a regular part of the 
curriculum for all children in the nation’s 
schools. ‘This is now based on syllabi 
drawn up by agreement between the teach- 
ers, churches, and statutory local authori- 
ties. ‘The author avers that the problem 
of religious education in the schools, so 
thorny in America because of the separa- 
tion of church and state and the conse- 
quent denominationalism, is on its way 
to solution in his country. The explana- 
tion, as he sees it, is the application of the 
historical method to Scriptures and creeds, 
making denominationalism irrelevant. 
The use of the historical method is dis- 
cussed at some length, and constitutes 
one of the chief contributions of the book. 

Instead of decrying denominations, 
though, the author holds that one must 
belong to a concrete religious community 
and participate in its life if he would 
achieve any real insight and appreciation 
in religious matters. It is a misguided 
effort to transcend the spiritual commu- 
nity and pick and choose the elements of 
one’s religious experience from the liter- 
ature of comparative religions. ‘There 
is a bigotry of broadmindedness as well 
as a bigotry of narrowmindedness” (p. 
209). For words get live meaning from 
connection in living experience, and it is 
a major perversion to identify religion 
with words—mere words—about it. It is 
as possible and as mischievous to become 
fixated upon the idea of religion as upon 
that of being in love. 

With all of its empirical emphasis, the 
author’s theology focuses squarely upon 
Christ. His character is the ultimate 
criterion of truth and value, and Chris- 
tianity is “the corporate life and witness 
of men who are in personal avowed loy- 
alty to Jesus Christ” (p. 181). It is the 
whole man, rather than the intellect alone, 
that needs educating and Christian ex- 
perience involves knowledge, feeling, 
choice, conduct, and belonging. Casuis- 
try is criticized as doctrinaire, attempting 
to define situations apart from their con- 
crete context in life, and always leaving 
out something in its unimaginative analy- 
sis. 

Murray is at home in many fields, and 
gives me the feeling that he is not going 
to be pushed around by pretenders to in- 
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fallibility in psychology, education, or 
theology. By the same token he will 
offend the special pleaders and know-alls. 
An honest reading of his pages ought to 
give rise to the suspicion that many of 
one’s sectarian views are man-made prej- 
udices. 

This is a great book, one of the best 
that has appeared to date in religious 
education. It has a balance and sane 
wholeness to which no review of the length 
of this one can do justice. 

THomas HANCOCK GRAFTON. 
Staunton, Va. 


CHRISTIANITY, DIPLOMACY AND WAR. 
By Herbert Butterfield. Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Press, New York & Nashville. 125 pp., $1.75. 

It is well that someone with Butter- 
field’s penetrating intelligence has made 
the attempt to look at the world scene as 
one differing both from the champion of 
“the war of righteousness” and from the 
pacifist. No pacifist (see page 11), the 
author yet saves his strongest condemna- 
tions for the ideological zealot who preci- 
pitates a “war to end war.” “There is 
a ‘war for righteousness’ in the universe,” 
he concedes, “‘but it is not fought at the 
level at which it serves the militant needs 
of one state against another” (p. 45). 

As for the struggle which began in 
1914, ‘‘Precisely because it was conducted 
as a war ‘for righteousness,’ a war ‘for 
the destruction of the wicked,’ that whole 
conflict was turned into one that could 
admit of no compromise. Precisely be- 
cause of the myth of ‘the war to end all 
war,’ we made it more true than it had 
been for centuries that war breeds war, 
provokes revolution, generates new causes 
of conflict, deepens resentments, and pro- 
duces those reversions which we call mod- 
ern barbarism” (p. 17). 

Since it becomes a sin to compromise 
in a war for righteousness, this Cam- 
bridge historian suggests as a substitute 
the “war of limited scope,” as illustrated 
by the recent Korean conflict, which at- 
tempts “to rectify a local evil without 
seeking . . . the destruction of either the 
power or the system which it regards as 
morally responsible for the aggression” 
(p. 22). 

While such a book could scarcely have 
been written by an American, it is salu- 
tary for the democracies to engage in self- 
criticism. It is well to realize with But- 
terfield that all of the right is not on our 
side and all of the wrong does not lie with 
our enemies. 

Though such arguments may be too 
altruistic or even subtle for the popular 
mind there is need for the application 
of magnanimity toward enemies, espe- 
cially in the moment of victory, which our 
Christianity suggests and which Butter- 
field adopts as the only solution to the 
problem of power, ‘‘For our highest ob- 
ject is not to fight or to kill . . ., but rather 
to rescue the men who sometimes in a 
wholesale manner seem to have become 


the victims of diabolical agencies” (p. 
125). 

This essay in Christian realism may 
prove too idealistic for the present mood. 
Still, while Butterfield’s conclusions run 
counter to much popular thinking, it 
would be difficult to deny his premises. 

SAMUEL S. WILEY. 
Lookout Mountain, Tenn. 
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Guidance Services. J. Anthony Humph- 
reys & Arthur E. Traxler. Science Re- 
search Associates, Inc., Chicago. No price 
listed. 

The Truth About Catholics. Virgil <A. 
Kelly. The Dial Press, Inc., N. Y. $2.75. 
(By a Roman Catholic.) 

The Creative Encounter. Howard Thur- 
man. Harper & Brothers, N. Y. $2.00. 

Glimpse of Glory. Marian Buckley Cox. 
Garrett & Massie, Inc., Richmond. $4.00. 

The Word of Life. Prepared by Edmund 
Beaver. The Beavers, Spring Grove, Minn. 
$1.25. 

American Demagogues. Reinhard H. 
Luthin. Beacon Press, Boston. $5.00. 

The Art of Christian Living. Lawrence 
McCafferty. G. P. Putnam’s Sons, N. Y. 
$3.50. 

Fly With Me to India. Dorothy Clarke 
Wilson. Abingdon Press, Nashville. $2.00. 

A New Christmas Treasury. Edited by 
Robert & Maria Lohan. Stephen Daye 
Press, N. Y. $3.75. 


~ CLASSIFIED 


SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. Minimum: $2 cash with order. 








Thomas 


Com- 
Thos. 











FOR SALE 
SAFETY BATTERY CANDLE for candle 

light service, $2 each. $15.00 per dozen. 
Leaflet mailed, Lindner 153-PO West 33 
Street, New York City. 
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CHANGES 

Priestley Conyers, III, Morehead City, 
N. C., will begin his duties as pastor of 
the Belmont, N. C., church December 15. 

J. Samuel Lack from Memphis, Tenn., 
to Aliceville, Ala. 

H. M. McCallum from Ellington AFB, 
Houston, Texas, to 5039 PERPRON, 
Elmendorf AFB, Alaska, APO 942, 
Seattle, Wash. 

W. D. Carty from Auxvass, Mo., to 
Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 

F. A. Brown from Melbourne, Fia., to 
415 W. 30th St., Norfolk, Va. : 

Robert B. Russell from Frostproof, 
Fla., to 1004 Bask Drive, Tampa, Fla. 

S. Graham Fraser, formerly of Nowata, 
Okla., has become pastor of the Com- 
munity Presbyterian church (USA), San 
Manuel, Ariz. 

Ismael Andrade, professor in the Pres- 
byterian Seminary of the North, Recife, 
Brazil, is at Louisville Seminary taking 
graduate work. His wife and two chil- 
dren are with him. 

C. A. Scott, Catlettsburg, Ky., has 10¢- 
cepted a call to the Boonville, Mo., 
church. 


DEATH 

Henry Sloane Coffin, 77, died at his 
home in Lakeville, Conn., Nov. 25 after 
a brief illness. He was president of 
Union Seminary, New York, from 1926 
to 1945; before that, pastor of the Madi- 
son Avenue church of that city for 21 
years. He was Moderator of the 1943 
USA Assembly. He was a member of 
the Assembly’s Board of National Mis- 
sions, an author of many books and lec- 
turer and preacher of note. 


SPEAKER 

Wm. A. Benfield, Jr., Louisville, Ky., 
led the recent fall program of religious 
evaluation on the campus of South- 
western at Memphis. 


TO SOUTH AFRICA 

Samuel McCrea Cavert, American 
secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, will address an _ interracial 
conference of church leaders in Johannes- 
burg, South Africa, early in December. 


DEGREES 

S. Franklin Mack, executive director 
of the Broadcasting and Film Commis- 
sion of the National Council of Churches, 
was recently awarded the D. D. degree 
by Hartwick College, Oneonta, N. Y. 


MARY 
BALDWIN 
COLLEGE 


Announcing four (4-yr.) competitive scholarships 
of $3000 ($750 renewable annually). Applications 
due February 12, 1955. College Entrance Examina- 
tion Board tests required of all applicants. Write 
for details. 

Fully accredited Liberal Arts College for women. 
A.B. degree. Broad curriculum, small classes. 
14 majors, departmental, interdepartmental and 
an independent major, including music, art, Bible, 
dramatic arts. Courses in nursery and educa- 
tion, Catalog. 





Registrar 
Mary Baldwin College 
Dept. K, Staunton, Va. 


William C. Swartz, director of Presby- 
terian, U. S., and USA student work at 
the University of West Virginia, was 
recently awarded the D. D. degree by 
Davis and Elkins College. Ross M. Haver- 
field, DuBois, Pa., received the same 
degree. 


TO EGYPT 

T. Donald Black, new United Presby- 
terian executive secretary of foreign 
missions, is visiting the U. P. mission 
stations in Egypt, joining in the centen- 
nial celebration. He will also visit the 
church’s missions in Addis Ababa, Pakis- 
tan, India, Eritrea and the Sudan, re- 
turning to the Philadelphia offices about 
March 1. 

Albert E. Kelly, United Presbyterian 
Assembly’s Moderator for the year, and 
Mrs. Kelly are also in Egypt, where Dr. 
Kelly will speak at the centennial cele- 
bration, visiting all the fields, going on 
to India and Pakistan. They expect to 
return late in January. 


I. M. C. SECRETARY 
Jesse R. Wilson, home secretary of 
the American Baptist Foreign Mission 


Society, will become a secretary of th 
International Missionary Council March 
Once a missionary to Japan, Dr. Wilson 
also served for ten years as general se 
tary of the Student Volunteer Movemer 


MAN OF THE SOUTH 

Methodist Bishop Arthur J. Moo 
Atlanta, Ga., has been named “Man of 
the South” by Dirie Business, a monthly 
magazine of Atlanta. He is the fi 
minister to receive the award. 


RESPONSE 

The sermon preached by John & 
Visser, Westminster church, Detroit, 
Mich., several weeks ago over the Colum 
bia Broadcasting System brought forth 
a record-making response. Requests for 
copies of the sermon, “The Shining Ray,” 
numbered 1,700—largest number ever 
received for a sermon preached on Church 
of the Air. 


DCEs 

Zeta C. Davidson from the Montview 
church, Winston-Salem, N. C., to Rt. § 
Box 54-B, Sanford, Fla., on leave of ab 
sence for the winter. 





FLORA MACDONALD 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
An Accredited Four-Year Liberal 


B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 
Christian Education for Christian 


MARSHALL Scott Woopson, President 
“4 Superior College for Superior Students” 


COLLEGE 


Arts College 


Living and Service 











John R. Cunningham, President 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


WITH A PURPOSE 


Davidson, N. C. 








EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1954 


Primary emphasis upon individual growth in an atmosphere 
of alert scholarship and genuine Christian concern. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 











SOUTHWESTERN 


Rendering—for 106 years—the important service of training men and 
women of Christian character for leadership in the Church, business, 
industry, the arts, and the professions. 


PEYTON N. RHODES, President 
SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


° Memphis 12, Tennessee 
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